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O

ne of the great reforms of the Second Vatican
Council (1962–1965) was to open the treasures
of the word of God by making a wider selection
of biblical passages available in the liturgy. Prior to the
reform, a single yearly cycle of readings was used every
year. That was replaced by a three-year cycle. In each of
the three years we hear a Synoptic Gospel proclaimed.
This year, it is the turn of the Gospel according to Luke.

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

Entrance Antiphon
(Cf. Ps 85:3.5)
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you
all the day long.
O Lord, you are good and forgiving,
full of mercy to all who call to you.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Penitential Act
Brethren (brothers and sisters),
let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate
the sacred mysteries.
A brief pause for silence follows.

I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
‘When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do
not take your seat in the place of honour. A more
distinguished person than you may have been invited.’
FIRST READING

(Ecclesiasticus 3:17-20.28-29)

This book is found in the Greek translation of the Jewish
bible, and not in the Hebrew original. Its author, the
shorter form of whose name is Ben Sira, was a Jewish
scribe in Jerusalem in the second century BC, when the
Jews were ruled by the Seleucid Greeks. This passage
contains some of his teaching and reveals him as a sage
or wise person.
SECOND READING

(Hebrews 12:18-19.22-24)

This excerpt continues messages of encouragement
found in the readings of the two previous Sundays. Like
them, it is taken from the final section of the work, the
exhortation, the purpose of which is to persuade the
hearers to be strong, particularly at times of adversity.
The motivation for such strength is to be found in the
festive imagery, in the presence of God and God’s angels
and saints, chief among whom is the crucified Jesus
himself.
GOSPEL

(Luke 14:1.7-14)

We may imagine Jesus and his disciples still on the road
from Galilee to Jerusalem in today’s passage. We hear
two related parables: one deals with the hearer attending
a wedding feast as a guest. In the other the hearers picture
themselves as hosts. Extending and accepting invitations
to a meal would have been part of the ordinary life of
Jesus’ hearers. A final reversal is sounded in the first, and
in the second, reward and repayment beyond death.
– Dr Gearard Ó Floinn

And, striking their breast, they say:

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, / and on earth peace to
people of good will. / We praise you, / we bless you, /
we adore you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks for
your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly King, / O God,
almighty Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, /
you take away the sins of the world, / have mercy on
us; / you take away the sins of the world, / receive our
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand of the Father, /
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the Holy One, /
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, / with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God
the Father. Amen.
Collect
God of might, giver of every good gift,
put into our hearts the love of your name,
so that, by deepening our sense of reverence,

you may nurture in us what is good
and, by your watchful care,
keep safe what you have nurtured.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING

(Eccles 3:17-20.28-29)

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus.
My son, be gentle in carrying out your business, and you
will be better loved than a lavish giver. The greater you are,
the more you should behave humbly, and then you will
find favour with the Lord; for great though the power of the
Lord is, he accepts the homage of the humble. There is no
cure for the proud man’s malady, since an evil growth has
taken root in him. The heart of a sensible man will reflect on
parables, an attentive ear is the sage’s dream.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

(Ps 67:4-7.10-11)

℞ In your goodness, O God,
you prepared a home for the poor.
1. The just shall rejoice at the presence of God,
they shall exult and dance for joy.
O sing to the Lord, make music to his name;
rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence. ℞
2. Father of the orphan, defender of the widow,
such is God in his holy place.
God gives the lonely a home to live in;
he leads the prisoners forth into freedom. ℞
3. You poured down, O God, a generous rain:
when your people were starved you gave them
new life.
It was there that your people found a home,
prepared in your goodness, O God, for the poor. ℞
SECOND READING

(Heb 12:18-19.22-24)

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.
What you have come to is nothing known to the senses:
not a blazing fire, or a gloom turning to total darkness, or
a storm; or trumpeting thunder or the great voice speaking
which made everyone that heard it beg that no more should
be said to them. But what you have come to is Mount Zion
and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem
where the millions of angels have gathered for the festival,
with the whole Church in which everyone is a ‘firstborn son’
and a citizen of heaven. You have come to God himself, the
supreme Judge, and been placed with spirits of the saints
who have been made perfect; and to Jesus, the mediator
who brings a new covenant.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him,
and we shall come to him.
Alleluia!
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(Jn 14:23)

GOSPEL

(Lk 14:1.7-14)

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the house of
one of the leading Pharisees; and they watched him closely.
He then told the guests a parable because he had noticed
how they picked the places of honour. He said this, ‘When
someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take your
seat in the place of honour. A more distinguished person
than you may have been invited, and the person who invited
you both may come and say, “Give up your place to this
man.” And then, to your embarrassment, you would have
to go and take the lowest place. No; when you are a guest,
make your way to the lowest place and sit there, so that,
when your host comes, he may say, “My friend, move up
higher.” In that way, everyone with you at the table will see
you honoured. For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and the man who humbles himself will be exalted.’
Then he said to his host, ‘When you give a lunch or a
dinner, do not ask your friends, brothers, relations or rich
neighbours, for fear they repay your courtesy by inviting you
in return. No; when you have a party, invite the poor, the
crippled, the lame, the blind; that they cannot pay you back
means that you are fortunate, because repayment will be
made to you when the virtuous rise again.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Profession of Faith
(Nicene Creed)
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
At the words that follow, up to and including
and became man, all bow.

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
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I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The priest introduces the Prayer of the Faithful.
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Offering the bread, the priest says:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
Offering the chalice, the priest says:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.
Blessed be God for ever.
Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),
that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good and the good of all his holy Church.
Prayer over the Offerings
May this sacred offering, O Lord,
confer on us always the blessing of salvation,
that what it celebrates in mystery
it may accomplish in power.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer III
(Preface VIII of the Sundays in Ordinary Time)

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For, when your children were scattered afar by sin,
through the Blood of your Son and the power of the Spirit,
you gathered them again to yourself,
that a people, formed as one by the unity of the Trinity,
made the body of Christ and the temple of the Holy Spirit,
might, to the praise of your manifold wisdom,
be manifest as the Church.
And so, in company with the choirs of Angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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You are indeed Holy, O Lord,
and all you have created
rightly gives you praise,
for through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
by the power and working of the Holy Spirit,
you give life to all things and make them holy,
and you never cease to gather a people to yourself,
so that from the rising of the sun to its setting
a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name.
Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you:
by the same Spirit graciously make holy
these gifts we have brought to you for consecration,
that they may become the Body and ✠ Blood
of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
at whose command we celebrate these mysteries.
For on the night he was betrayed
he himself took bread,
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take this, all of you, and eat of it,
for this is my Body,
which will be given up for you.

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he took the chalice,
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

Take this, all of you, and drink from it,
for this is the chalice of my Blood,
the Blood of the new and eternal covenant,
which will be poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in memory of me.

The mystery of faith.
We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial
of the saving Passion of your Son,
his wondrous Resurrection
and Ascension into heaven,
and as we look forward to his second coming,
we offer you in thanksgiving
this holy and living sacrifice.
Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church
and, recognizing the sacrificial Victim by whose death
you willed to reconcile us to yourself,
grant that we, who are nourished
by the Body and Blood of your Son
and filled with his Holy Spirit,
may become one body, one spirit in Christ.
May he make of us
an eternal offering to you,
so that we may obtain an inheritance with your elect,
especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of God,
with blessed Joseph, her Spouse,
with your blessed Apostles and glorious Martyrs
(with Saint N.: the Saint of the day or Patron Saint)
and with all the Saints,
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on whose constant intercession in your presence
we rely for unfailing help.
May this Sacrifice of our reconciliation,
we pray, O Lord,
advance the peace and salvation of all the world.
Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant N. our Pope and N. our Bishop,
the Order of Bishops, all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.
Listen graciously to the prayers of this family,
whom you have summoned before you:
in your compassion, O merciful Father,
gather to yourself all your children
scattered throughout the world.
To our departed brothers and sisters
and to all who were pleasing to you
at their passing from this life,
give kind admittance to your kingdom.
There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of your glory
through Christ our Lord,
through whom you bestow on the world all that is good.
Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honour is yours,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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The priest may invite the people to exchange a sign of peace
and Christian fellowship. As the priest breaks the consecrated
Host the following is sung or said:

Lamb of God, …
Showing the Host to the people, the priest says:

Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
Communion Antiphon
(Ps 30:20)
How great is the goodness, Lord,
that you keep for those who fear you.
Prayer after Communion
Renewed by this bread from the heavenly table,
we beseech you, Lord,
that, being the food of charity,
it may confirm our hearts
and stir us to serve you in our neighbour.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE CONCLUDING RITES

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
May God bless you with every heavenly blessing,
make you always holy and pure in his sight,
pour out in abundance upon you the riches of his glory,
and teach you with the words of truth;
may he instruct you in the Gospel of salvation,
and ever endow you with fraternal charity.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE COMMUNION RITE

At the Saviour’s command …
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom,
the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Lord Jesus Christ,
who said to your Apostles:
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
look not on our sins,
but on the faith of your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.

Amen.

Personal Prayer
Lord, you showed favour not to those who had power
and status, not to the aggressive and the successful, but
to the humble and the gentle. You taught that greatness
lies not in achievement or in fame but in sharing with the
poor and the disadvantaged.
May the Church, like you, be always on the side of the
marginalised, and may those who call themselves your
disciples always show compassion and concern for the
weak and the despised. May our consciousness of our
own weakness and failures awaken in us a true sense of
humility, and may our awareness of the dignity of others
prompt us to treat everyone with gentleness.
May our humble attitude and our gentle behaviour help
to foster harmony and mutual respect among those with
whom we spend our lives. Amen.
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