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pocalyptic writing employs cosmic imagery:
sun, moon, stars, heaven and earth. In Mark’s
Gospel, which was one of Luke’s three major
sources, the apocalyptic passage occurs at the end of
Jesus’ public ministry. Luke and Matthew adopted this
structure. Likewise, the lectionary places this material
at the end of the liturgical year.

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

Entrance Antiphon
(Jer 29:11.12.14)
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not
of affliction.
You will call upon me, and I will answer you,
and I will lead back your captives from every place.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And with your spirit.
Penitential Act
Brethren (brothers and sisters),
let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate
the sacred mysteries.
A brief pause for silence follows.

At the Temple Jesus said: ‘All these things you are
staring at now – the time will come when not a single
stone will be left on another.’
FIRST READING

(Malachi 3:19-20)

The Old Testament was translated into Greek at an early
stage and a rearrangement of the order of the books
occurred. In this rearrangement Malachi comes last. It
looks backwards, as in today’s reading, to a theme found
in earlier prophets, namely, the day of the Lord. And
it looks forward, to the healing sun of righteousness,
which Christian interpreters identify with Jesus.
SECOND READING

(2 Thessalonians 3:7-12)

New Testament letters frequently contain sections which
deal with practical matters. In this case, the author calls
out those who are disorderly. One form which this
condition assumes is idleness and the avoidance of
work. The writer is concerned that such indolence has a
negative effect on the well-ordered lives of other people.
Apostolic example is presented as a remedy.
GOSPEL

(Luke 21:5-19)

Earthquakes, plagues, famines and great signs from
heavens are part of the stock-in-trade of apocalyptic
writing. Behind this planetary and natural imagery, the
fundamental message is that God does not abandon
his people. Apocalyptic writers envisaged this truth
in terms of God intervening in human affairs, not
primarily to judge and condemn but to support and
accompany.
– Dr Gearard Ó Floinn

I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
And, striking their breast, they say:

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Collect
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
the constant gladness of being devoted to you,
for it is full and lasting happiness
to serve with constancy
the author of all that is good.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING

(Mal 3:19-20)

A reading from the prophet Malachi.
The day is coming now, burning like a furnace; and all the
arrogant and the evil-doers will be like stubble. The day that
is coming is going to burn them up, says the Lord of hosts,
leaving them neither root nor stalk. But for you who fear my
name, the sun of righteousness will shine out with healing
in its rays.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 97:5-9

℞ The Lord comes to rule the peoples with fairness.
1. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp
with the sound of music.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
acclaim the King, the Lord. ℞
2. Let the sea and all within it, thunder;
the world, and all its peoples.
Let the rivers clap their hands
and the hills ring out their joy
at the presence of the Lord. ℞
3. For the Lord comes,
he comes to rule the earth.
He will rule the world with justice
and the peoples with fairness. ℞
SECOND READING

(2 Thess 3:7-12)

A reading from the second letter of St Paul
to the Thessalonians.
You know how you are supposed to imitate us: now we were
not idle when we were with you, nor did we ever have our
meals at anyone’s table without paying for them; no, we
worked night and day, slaving and straining, so as not to be
a burden on any of you. This was not because we had no
right to be, but in order to make ourselves an example for
you to follow.
We gave you a rule when we were with you: not to let
anyone have any food if he refused to do any work. Now we
hear that there are some of you who are living in idleness,
doing no work themselves but interfering with everyone
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else’s. In the Lord Jesus Christ, we order and call on people
of this kind to go on quietly working and earning the food
that they eat.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

(Lk 21:36)

Alleluia, alleluia!
Stay awake, praying at all times
for the strength to stand with confidence
before the Son of Man.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL

(Lk 21:5-19)

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When some were talking about the Temple, remarking how
it was adorned with fine stonework and votive offerings,
Jesus said, ‘All these things you are staring at now – the
time will come when not a single stone will be left on
another: everything will be destroyed.’ And they put to him
this question: ‘Master,’ they said, ‘when will this happen,
then, and what sign will there be that this is about to take
place?’
‘Take care not to be deceived,’ he said, ‘because many will
come using my name and saying, “I am he,” and, “The time
is near at hand.” Refuse to join them. And when you hear
of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened, for this is
something that must happen but the end is not so soon.’
Then he said to them, ‘Nation will fight against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes
and plagues and famines here and there; there will be
fearful sights and great signs from heaven.
‘But before all this happens, men will seize you and persecute
you; they will hand you over to the synagogues and to
imprisonment, and bring you before kings and governors
because of my name – and that will be your opportunity
to bear witness. Keep this carefully in mind: you are not to
prepare your defence, because I myself shall give you an
eloquence and a wisdom that none of your opponents will
be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by
parents and brothers, relations and friends; and some of
you will be put to death. You will be hated by all on account
of my name, but not a hair of your head will be lost. Your
endurance will win you your lives.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Profession of Faith
(Nicene Creed)
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
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At the words that follow, up to and including
and became man, all bow.

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The priest introduces the Prayer of the Faithful.
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Offering the bread, the priest says:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
Offering the chalice, the priest says:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.
Blessed be God for ever.
Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),
that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good
and the good of all his holy Church.
Prayer over the Offerings
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that what we offer in the sight of your majesty
may obtain for us the grace of being devoted to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Eucharistic Prayer II
(Preface Proper)
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Father most holy,
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
your Word through whom you made all things,
whom you sent as our Saviour and Redeemer,
incarnate by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin.
Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people,
he stretched out his hands as he endured his Passion,
so as to break the bonds of death and manifest
the resurrection.
And so, with the Angels and all the Saints
we declare your glory,
as with one voice we acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
You are indeed Holy, O Lord,
the fount of all holiness.
Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray,
by sending down your Spirit upon them like the dewfall,
so that they may become for us
the Body and ✠ Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.
At the time he was betrayed
and entered willingly into his Passion,
he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take this, all of you, and eat of it,
for this is my Body,
which will be given up for you.

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he took the chalice
and, once more giving thanks,
he gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take this, all of you, and drink from it,
for this is the chalice of my Blood,
the Blood of the new and eternal covenant,
which will be poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in memory of me.

The mystery of faith.
We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Therefore, as we celebrate
the memorial of his Death and Resurrection,
we offer you, Lord,
the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation,
giving thanks that you have held us worthy
to be in your presence and minister to you.
Humbly we pray
that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ,
we may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit.
Remember, Lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
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together with N. our Pope and N. our Bishop
and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters
who have fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection,
and all who have died in your mercy:
welcome them into the light of your face.
Have mercy on us all, we pray,
that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with blessed Joseph, her Spouse,
with the blessed Apostles,
and all the Saints who have pleased you
throughout the ages,
we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life,
and may praise and glorify you
through your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through him, and with him, and in him,
O God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honour is yours,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
THE COMMUNION RITE

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
For the kingdom,
the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Lord Jesus Christ,
who said to your Apostles:
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
look not on our sins,
but on the faith of your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.

Showing the Host to the people, the priest says:

Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
Communion Antiphon
(Ps 72:28)
To be near God is my happiness,
to place my hope in God the Lord.
Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, O Lord,
that what your Son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE CONCLUDING RITES

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
May the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Amen.

The priest may invite the people to exchange a sign of peace
and Christian fellowship. As the priest breaks the consecrated
Host the following is sung or said:
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Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

Personal Prayer
Let me be ready, Lord, when the call comes, that you
will take me to yourself in your heavenly mansion. This
is my sole hope and consolation, Lord. Let me continue
to work for your Kingdom here below. Help me to be
mindful of you and your laws at all times.
Help me to think of you rather than myself as I get in
life. Let me only think of how you will come to rule the
earth with justice, giving each of us what we are due for
years of life.
Lord, from the suffering of your servant, Jesus, we see
that you do not abandon those who are in pain and
need, even though, like him, they may be tempted to
ask why you have forsaken them.
May we draw comfort in times like these from your
enduring presence, through the same Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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